Merkel cell carcinoma and HIV infection: a case report and review of the literature.
Merkel cell carcinoma (MCC) is a skin cancer of neuroendocrine origin that occurs most often in sun-exposed areas. In the general population, it is a disease of older adults, with only 5% of cases occurring below the age of 50 years. Immunosuppression is the significant risk factor for the development of MCC and recently it was suggested that individuals with HIV have a relative risk of 13.4 to developed MCC in comparison with the general population. We report a case of MCC in an HIV-infected patient and we review nine patients with HIV with MCC. Our patient was a 54-year-old man who came to our attention without a known HIV diagnosis. He was apparently in good health and had no risk factor for HIV, but by the atypical site of the lesion and by the relative young age of the patient we suspected a case of immunosuppression and for this reason we did HIV test that had a positive result. The patient was treated with surgery and chemotherapy but died as a result of liver metastases 25 months after his tumor was diagnosed.